LianCheng

Policy on Bycatch Mitigation of Vulnerable Species of Marine Turtles, Seabirds, Marine
Mammals, Sharks, Rays and other Fishes — Including a Ban on Shark Finning
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For Pelagic Longline Vessels Owned and Managed by the LianCheng Overseas Fishery
(Shenzhen) Co. Ltd. and subsidiary and agent companies, including: China Southern
Fishery Shenzhen Co. Ltd., Liancheng Overseas Fishery (FSM) Co. Ltd., and Marshall
Islands Fishing Venture, and Owners of Vessels of the Pacific Ocean Tuna Longline
Liancheng FIP
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Recognizing that fisheries that target relatively fecund species, such as tuna and tuna-like
species and billfishes, can have large impacts on incidentally caught species that, due to their
lower reproduction rates and other life history traits, are relatively vulnerable to increased
mortality.
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Further recalling that populations of these relatively vulnerable groups, which include seabirds,
marine turtles, marine mammals, elasmobranchs and some teleosts, can decline quickly due to
human mortality sources, including bycatch fishing mortality, and are slow to recover once
depleted.
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Noting that numerous methods are now available that effectively reduce pelagic longline catch
rates and fishing mortality of vulnerable species that are also economically viable, practical, safe
and enable compliance monitoring.
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The companies listed above hereby adopt the following commitments for pelagic longline
vessels that they own and manage:
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1. Handling and release: Fishers will handle and release all captured species of marine turtles,
seabirds, marine mammals, elasmobranchs (sharks, rays, skates and sawfishes) and other non-
retained fish species in a manner that maximizes the probability of survival following release, by
following best practice techniques for handling and release, such as the techniques outlined in
the ISSF Skipper Guidebook to Sustainable Longline Fishing Practices, and the WCPFC
Guidelines for the Handling of Sea Turtles, WCPFC Best Handling Practices for the Safe
Release of Sharks, and WCPFC Safe Handling and Release Guidelines for Seabirds. Vessels
will have onboard and fishers will use when appropriate the equipment identified in these
guidance materials for handling and release.
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2a. Retention ban (including shark fins): No species of turtle, seabird, marine mammal, nor
elasmobranch will be retained, including no retention of parts of these species, including shark
fins. This policy therefore prohibits the practice of ‘shark finning’ where shark fins are retained
and the remaining carcass is discarded. [To clarify, by prohibiting the retention of any sharks,
this policy is more restrictive than policies that require retained sharks to have fins naturally
attached]. However, to meet a MRAG Americas audit of this policy (personal communication,
Mr. Jonah van Beijnen, MRAG Americas, 24 June 2023) against the International Seafood
Sustainability Foundation Proactive Vessel Register, despite the ban on the retention of sharks,
the policy further includes the following requirement: Sharks must be landed with fins naturally
attached if retained — however no sharks are permitted to be retained, and so we clarify that the
yellow highlighted text is included to meet MRAG Americas’ requirement.
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2b. Prohibition on transactions with companies that carried out shark finning, that do not
land retained sharks with fins naturally attached, and that lack a public policy prohibiting
shark finning: No transactions shall be made with vessels that carried out shark finning within
the past two years, that do not land all retained sharks with fins naturally attached, and no
transactions will be made with companies that do not have a public policy prohibiting shark
finning and requiring sharks be landed with fins naturally attached if any are retained.
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3. Ban on shark lines: No use of ‘shark lines’, which are branchlines attached directly to floats
or float lines, to reduce catch risk of marine turtles, and epipelagic species of sharks and other
fishes.
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4. Monofilament leaders: Only monofilament nylon shall be used for leaders on branchlines
(the section of branchlines adjacent to hooks). Wire and multifilament line will not be used for
leaders, so that sharks can sever branchlines and escape.
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5. Wide hooks: Use as wide a hook as economically viable, that maintains acceptable catch
rates of market species, to reduce the catch risk of hard-shelled marine turtles.
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6. Circle shaped hooks: Use only circle hooks with an offset not to exceed 10 degrees, to
reduce the catch risk of leatherback sea turtles, and to reduce the fishing mortality of non-
retained catch, including hard-shelled sea turtles and sharks. Circle hooks are generally circular
or oval in shape with the point turned perpendicularly back to the shank. We recognize that the
use of circle hooks increases the catch rates of some species of pelagic sharks compared to
using similarly sized J-shaped hooks and adopt this requirement with the understanding that the
conservation benefits to exposed populations of marine turtles exceeds the cost to sharks.
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7. Bait type: Use only whole finfish for bait, or otherwise artificial bait. No use of squid nor
pieces of large catch shall be used for bait. Furthermore, for vessels fishing in areas where a
tuna Regional Fisheries Management Organization requires the employment of seabird bycatch
mitigation measures, the use of live bait is prohibited.
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8. Data recording: Comply with all government requirements for recording captures of marine
turtles, seabirds, marine mammals, elasmobranchs and other non-retained fish species in
logsheets.
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9. Training: When notified, participate in training courses that provide guidance on best
practices for mitigating the capture and maximizing the probability of survival of vulnerable
species.
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No transactions are to be made with companies that do not also comply with these provisions.
These measures apply in all areas, both when fishing in domestic waters and on the high seas.
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